
Unit 3:  New Challenges 

The Roaring 20s, Great Depression, and Beginnings of a Second World War 

1920-1941 

Unit Overview:  The 1920’s are often remembered for the upbeat, boisterous characteristics that earned 

the decade its nickname, the “roaring twenties”.  Indeed, as WWI ended, Americans seemed to dice into a 

whirlwind of changes in technology, fashion, and entertainment that created a kind of modernizing “roar”.  A 

new direction for government promoted the growth of businesses, and many Americans had more money 

than ever before.  We gambled wildly in a stock market that seemed to do no wrong. Millions of 

automobiles were sold, granting new freedoms to all.  New standards of morality were introduced, 

advertisers convinced us to buy the things we didn’t even know we needed, and heroes thrilled us all with 

superhuman feats.  However, the decade also brought us labor unrest, anti-communist and anti-immigrant 

sentiments, and severe racial violence. 

By 1929, America was one of the premier economic powers of the world.  Following periods of 

rapid industrialization, imperialism, and progressive reform, America had become a modern country in 

every sense of the world.  The First World War established the United States as a military power as well, 

but most Americans were isolationists and wanted nothing to do with the rest of the world.  Things in 

America were pretty good.  In October of 1929 everything came crashing to a halt, and the hard times 

began.  The Great Depression would not only shape a generation of Americans, but forever change the 

role that the Federal Government would play in our lives. 

 

Essay Questions: 
You should be thinking about each of the following questions as we work our way through the semester. 
 

1. What should be America’s role in the world/what foreign policy best serves America’s national interests? 
2. What should be the role of government in American society? 
3. How should we balance an individual’s right to personal freedom with a citizen’s responsibility to the 

common good? 

 

What do you Need to Learn? 

Here’s what the State of Michigan standards say you need to KNOW: 

Growing Crisis of Industrial Capitalism and Responses  

Evaluate the key events and decisions surrounding the causes and consequences of the global depression of the 

1930s and World War II.  

7.1.1 The Twenties – Identify and explain the significance of the struggle between traditional and 

modernizing trends in the ‘Roaring Twenties’ including  

• cultural movements, such as the Harlem Renaissance and the “lost generation” 

 • the struggle between “traditional” and “modern” America (e.g., Scopes Trial, immigration 

restrictions, Prohibition, role of women, mass consumption) (National Geography Standard 10)  

• NAACP legal strategy to attack segregation  

7.1.2 Causes and Consequences of the Great Depression – Explain and evaluate the multiple causes and 

consequences of the Great Depression by analyzing 



 • the political, economic, environmental, and social causes of the Great Depression including fiscal 

policy, overproduction, under consumption, and speculation, the 1929 crash, and the Dust Bowl 

(National Geography Standards 14 and 15)  

• the economic and social toll of the Great Depression, including unemployment and environmental 

conditions that affected farmers, industrial workers and families (National Geography Standard 15)  

• Hoover’s policies and their impact (e.g., Reconstruction Finance Corporation) 7.1.3 The New Deal 

– Explain and evaluate Roosevelt’s New Deal Policies including 

 • expanding federal government’s responsibilities to protect the environment (e.g., Dust Bowl and 

the Tennessee Valley), meet challenges of unemployment, address the needs of workers, farmers, 

poor, and elderly (National Geography Standard 14) 

 • opposition to the New Deal and the impact of the Supreme Court in striking down and then 

accepting New Deal laws • consequences of New Deal policies (e.g., promoting workers’ rights, 

development of Social Security program, and banking and financial regulation conservation 

practices, crop subsidies) (National Geography Standard 16)  

World War II 

 Examine the causes and course of World War II, and the effects of the war on United States society and culture, 

including the consequences for United States involvement in world affairs.  

7.2.1 Causes of WWII – Analyze the factors contributing to World War II in Europe and in the Pacific region, 

and America’s entry into war including  

• the political and economic disputes over territory (e.g., failure of Versailles Treaty, League of 

Nations, Munich Agreement) (National Geography Standard 13)  

• the differences in the civic and political values of the United States and those of Nazi Germany 

and Imperial Japan  

• United States neutrality 

 • the bombing of Pearl Harbor (National Geography Standard 13) 

 

Here’s what the Common Core standards say you need to be able to DO: 

 Be able to show evidence from primary and secondary sources of the importance of their origin and date in 
providing the meaning of the documents. 

 Be able to explain how the main ideas of a primary or secondary source are developed from the beginning 
to the end of the text. 

 Be able to identify cause and effect relationships in texts. 

 Be able to understand history vocabulary (political, social, economic) in the context that it is used in the text. 

 Explain how the structure of a document is written to try to manipulate how you look at information. 

 Explain how two authors discussing the same topic manipulate information to sway readers. 

 Use support from charts, graphs, maps, political cartoons and other research sources to support a written 
argument. 

 Evaluate the strength of the evidence (or reasoning) that an author uses to support an argument. 

 Compare and contrast how documents deal with the same topic in several primary and secondary sources. 

 Be able to read class materials at grade level with comprehension and understanding. 
 
 
 
 
 



Schedule 

Date Topic  Reading Learning Targets Vocab 

Mon 11/12 20s Politics Open 
Book 5.1 

Compare the goals of the Harding 
administration to those of the 
Progressive Era. 
 

Teapot Dome 
Ohio Gang 

Tue 11/13 Postwar America Open 
Book 5.1 

Explain (in simple terms) what 
happened in the Russian 
Revolution and why that caused 
widespread fear in the United 
States. 
 
How did the rise of nativism and 
isolationism affect Americans?  
(consider: The Red Scare, Palmer 
Raids, the Trial of Sacco and 
Vanzetti, the reemergence of the 
KKK, and immigration 
restrictions.) 
 
Describe the issues facing the 
labor movement in the 1920s. 

 Red Scare 
Palmer Raids 
Sacco and Vanzetti 
Anarchists 
Communism 
 

Wed 11/14  
20s Economics  
 

Open 
Book 5.2 

Explain how new industries like 
the automobile and the airplane 
changed America. 
Explain how electronic 
conveniences and advertising 
revolutionized the economy. 
Discuss the benefits and 
drawbacks of a credit-based 
economy. 

 

Thu 11/15  
20s Econ, cont’d 

Open 
Book 5.2 

Explain the Stock Market Boom of 
the 1920s. 

 

Fri 11/16  
The Roaring 20s 

Open 
Book 5.3 

Describe (and explain the causes 
of) the growing rift between urban 
America and rural America. 
Describe the impact of prohibition 
in America. 
Explain how the “Scopes Monkey 
Trial” illustrates the clash between 
science and religion in the 1920s. 

Prohibition 
Speakeasies 
Bootleggers 
Organized Crime 
Fundamentalism 
Scopes Trial 

     

Mon 11/19 20s Women Open 
Book 5.3 

Describe the “new woman” of the 
1920s, and explain why things 
had changed. 

Flappers 
“Double Standard” 

Tue 11/20 20s Culture Open 
Book 5.3 

Explain the impact of the “new 
woman” at the workplace and in 
the family. 

 

Wed 11/21  
No School 
 

   



 
Thu 11/22 

 
Thanksgiving  
 

  
 

 

Fri 11/23 Eat Leftovers 
 

   

     

Mon 11/26 20s culture Open 
Book 5.4 

Explain how schools and mass 
media changed American popular 
culture. 
Explain the rise of sports, other 
new heroes, and America’s 
fascination with anything new. 
Describe the entertainment of the 
decade and explain its 
significance. 

 

Tue 11/27 The Harlem 
Renaissance 

Open 
Book 5.5 

Describe the goals and new 
attitudes of middle-class African 
Americans in the north. 
Compare Marcus Garvey’s UNIA 
to other civil rights groups. 
Describe the artistic contributions 
of the Harlem Renaissance. 
 

Jazz 
Langston Hughes 

Wed 11/28  
Project wrap-up 
 

   

Thu 11/29 Causes of the 
Great 
Depression 

Open 
Book 6.1 

Explain each of the five causes of 
the Great Depression according to 
your book. 
Explain what happened in the 
stock market crash of 1929. 
Explain how the crash escalated 
to full financial collapse. 
How was the Hawley-Smoot Tariff 
Act supposed to help?  Did it 
work? 

Credit 
Speculation 
Buying on Margin 
Black Tuesday 
Bank failures 
 

Fri 11/30 Effects of the 
Great 
Depression 

Open 
Book 6.2 

Explain how the depression 
affected American cities. 
Explain how the depression 
affected rural America. 
Explain how the depression 
affected men, women, and 
children differently. 
Describe the social and 
psychological effects of the Great 
Depression. 

Shantytowns 
Soup kitchens 
Bread lines 
Dust Bowl 

     

Mon 12/3 Hoover and the 
Great 
Depression 

Open 
Book 6.3 

Describe President Hoover, and 
his view of the government’s role. 

Boulder Dam 
Bonus Army 



Describe the specific steps taken 
by Hoover to address the 
depression. 
What was the Bonus Army, and 
how did it affect Hoover’s 
presidency. 

Tue 12/4 The New Deal Open 
Book 6.4 

What was the significance of the 
fireside chats? 
Describe the specific steps taken 
by FDR to address the 
Depression in the first New Deal. 
 

Deficit spending 
“Alphabet Soup” 
programs 
Glass-Steagall 
 

Wed 12/5 Critics of the 
New Deal 

Open 
Book 6.6 

Explain what the criticism of the 
New deal were, and who was 
criticizing it. 
 

Huey Long 

Thu 12/6 2nd New Deal Open 
Book 6.7 

Describe the specific steps taken 
by FDR to address the 
Depression in the second New 
Deal. 

 

Fri 12/7 Legacy of the 
New Deal 

Open 
Book 6.8 

How does the New Deal affect 
Americans today? 
Explain how the New Deal 
expanded the role of government 
economically, socially, and 
environmentally. 

  
 

     

Mon 12/10  
Review 
 

   

Tue 12/11  
20s &30s Test  
 

   

Wed 12/12  
Go over Test 
 

   

Thu 12/13  
Essay 
 

   

Fri 12/14  
Intro to WWII 
 

   

 


