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1953- 1950: Happy Days 

1:35 – 3:00 End of Korean War.  53,000 dead. 

3:00 – 4:25  Eisenhower leads America at home.  Wants to return to the old way of doing things. 

4:25 – 6:45  Economic boom after WW II still being felt.  America becomes a consumer society.  More 

American’s doing white-collar work.  Conformity valued above all else. 

6:45 – 10:50  Women’s roles in society is to be married and keep home together.  Society conforms.  

Baby boom results.  Stability becomes important and the home becomes focal point of society. 

10:50 – 14:20  Economy booms under consumer goods.  Keeping up with Jones’ becomes important.  

TV becomes big changing American society. 

14:20 – 15:20  Hugh Heffner starts Playboy.  Threatens status quo. 

15:20 – 22:15  Rock & Roll threatens the status quo and race.  Elvis breaks the barrier but offends 

many.  American Bandstand & Dick Clark become overnight sensations for teenagers across America.  

Coffee Houses start the counter culture in Greenwich, NY. 

22:15 – 25:30  Beginning of the Civil Rights Movement.  African Americans are left behind in the new 

consumer America.  Rosa Parks refuses to give up her seat on the bus.  Martin Luther King Jr. 

organizes a boycott of the buses and is met with violence.   

25:30 – 30:20  Little Rock Nine at L.R. Central High School symbol of South’s unwavering racism in 

1957.  Eisenhower orders in troops to desegregate due to Little Rock’s failure to comply with the 

Supreme Court case Brown vs. Board of Education. 

30:20 – 33:30 America’s fascination with the automobile.  Automobile becomes an extension of one’s 

personality.  Every 7th job related to automobile industry.  Federal highway system started as largest 

federal works project in history.   

33:30 – 35:18  Massive arsenals signal arrival of Cold War.  Citizens of Hungary revolt against the 

Soviets hoping for American help that never came. 

35:18 – 40:35  Soviets successfully test H-bomb just 4 months after America.  Nuclear Arms Race 

causes a rash of tests even on our own soldiers.  Video footage of nuclear test.  Rocket test prove 

difficult for Americans while Russians are successful sending a missile to space and launch Sputnik in 

1957.   

40:35 – 42:50  Red Scare ensues.  Americans feel nuclear attack may be imminent.  America feels the 

need to become more intellectual. 

42:50 – 44:27  Quiz Show shown to be a farce.  America feels let down again.  Sign of things to come. 

 

1960-1964 Poisoned Dreams 

46:00 – 48:20  Segregation challenged by young blacks in the South. Civil disobedience used to make 

their point.  

48:20 -  53:45  JFK elected over Nixon.  Both use Cold War rhetoric to gain support.  Kennedy seen as 

the candidate of the new generation.  TV debates put Kennedy over the edge.  Kennedy wins closest 

election of the century and replaces Eisenhower. 

53:45 – 54:30  JFK’s young administration inspires the youth of the nation to get involved. 

54:30 – 56:40  USSR puts Sputnik in space in 1957 and Yuri Gagarin in space April 1961.  U.S. sends 

Alan Shepard into space and Kennedy states, “We choose to go to the Moon.”  

56:40 – 57:45  Bay of Pigs failure in Cuba triggers Soviet call for Allied forces to leave Berlin. 

57:45 – 58:50  America prepares for nuclear war. 

58:50 – 59:35  Soviets begin to build Berlin Wall in 1961.   

59:35 – 1:03:35  Kennedy faces Cuban Missile Crisis.  President orders blockade of Cuba.  

Khrushchev agrees to withdraw weapons if U.S. promises to not invade Cuba. 

1:03:35 – 1:09:20  Civil Rights movement begins in the 60’s as federal laws and court decisions not 

enforced in South.  Violence against blacks ensues.  Young black students begin to use civil 

disobedience to further their ideas.  Albany Georgia first target but it fails. 

1:09.20 – 1:12:30  Civil Rights movement focuses on Birmingham, Alabama and its racist governor, 

George Wallace.  Martin Luther King Jr. leads the movement calls on youth (ages 6-16).  Police use 

violence against blacks. 



1:12:30 – 1:15:43  August 28, 1963 March on Washington for Civil Right Bill.  “I Have a Dream” 

speech given. 

1:15:43 – 1:16:43  Peace Corps started by Kennedy.  Sought to counter appeal of Communism in 

developing world through compassion and volunteerism. 

1:16:43 – 1:21:25  Kennedy establishes the Green Berets to fight Communism.  First mission in 

Vietnam to train South Vietnamese how to fight N. Vietnamese Viet Cong.  Domino Theory idea 

causes us to get involved in South Vietnam.  Monks burn themselves alive in response to S. 

Vietnamese crackdown on religion.  U.S. supports coup to remove S. Vietnamese leader. 

1:21:25 – 1:22:55 War in Vietnam escalates while U.S. and Soviet Union agree to nuclear test ban. 

1:22:55 – 1:27:36 Assassination of JFK in Dallas, TX.  American invulnerability takes a hit. 

  

1965-1970:  Unpinned 

1:29:10 – 1:31:27  World’s Fair creates a feeling of prosperity.  Protesters show that inequalities still 

exist for blacks. 

1:31:27 – 1:34:40  Civil Rights struggle continues.  White students begin to help the movement by 

registering black voters in the South.  KKK shoots two white students and 1 black in the first week of 

the effort. 

1:34:40 – 1:36:45  University students feel their First Amendment rights violated by university 

censorship.  U. of Cal at Berkley students have a sit-in taking over campus building.  They win their 

right to free speech. 

1:36:45 – 1:41:20 Lyndon Johnson decides to send troops Vietnam to in 1965 to protect S. Vietnam 

from Communist N. Vietnam.  Most think the war will end quickly with U.S. victory.  First major 

battle shows us otherwise.   

1:41:20 - 1:47:35 Lyndon Johnson declares war on poverty with his plan for the Great Society to help 

underprivileged Americans.  Blacks still not allowed to vote by local authorities.  Selma, Alabama 

march to state capital in Montgomery stopped by the Alabama state police.  Violence against the 

marchers causes Lyndon Johnson to take up the civil rights cause for blacks.  March 21, 1965 new 

march begins that is successful.  25,000 march on Alabama capital.  Johnson signs voting act which 

guarantees black Americans the right to vote. 

1:47:35 – 1:51:20  Competing factions of civil rights groups.  Malcolm X calls for reacting against 

white violence with violence.  Black Panther Party formed for self defense and says it will shoot back 

against its enemies.  1967 sees race riots in cities like Detroit. 

1:51:20 – 1:56:05  Rolling Stones make the song  I Can’t Get No Satisfaction.  Message to America’s 

Youth to cut loose.  Music begins to sound the call to challenge the establishment.  Counter culture 

movement starts (Hippies result).  Sexual revolution and drugs result like LSD. 

1:56:05 – 1:58:09  Women’s movement begins with the development of birth control pill.  National 

Organization for Women that fights for equality and demonstrate. 

1:58:09 – 2:04:00  North Vietnamese see that they can win as long as they don’t take on U.S. forces 

head on.  Hit and run tactics very effective against U.S.  Hard for U.S. troops to tell who was friend 

and who was foe.   

2:04:00 – 2:06:30  TV shows the horrors of Vietnam.  Protests and demonstrations result across the 

U.S. in opposition to the war.  Protests turn violent between protesters and police.  Lower income 

bracket is forced to fight more. 

2:06:30 – 2:08:00  Tet Offensive shows that America will not be able win the war.  Lyndon Johnson 

refuses to run for office again. 

2:08:00 – 2:12:30 America begins to unravel.  Martin Luther King Jr. shot and killed in Memphis, TN.  

America grows more violent.  Robert Kennedy shot and killed as he runs or President.  Democratic 

National Convention erupts in violence as protesters clash with police.  Richard Nixon elected 

President. 


