David Hume

Unmasking the Pretensions of Reason



The Enlightenment

18th Century is often considered the Age
of Enlightenment.

e Not enlightened age.
e The focus is progress. Maturing,
not maturity.




Isaac Newton

’
Newton revolutionized Newton’s Ideas

sabletoisolateone color  1he egend is that Newton saw an apple
fall,and had a moment of inspirationin

which he realized that the motion of the
Moon around the Earth could also be.
thought of as "falling."

Analysis and Synthesis, not hypothesis.

Stay close to the phenomena.

ONE CoLoR
(vioLeT)

We can’t begin with what seems right, we have
to start with what we observe.

SPECTRUM

SECOND SAME
PRISM COLOR
(VioLeT)

Rejects Descartes: “One man’s intuitive
certainty is another man’s absurdity.”

Rejects rationalism, embraces empiricism.



Perceptions

Impressions Thoughts/
/ Sensations Ideas

ur Knowledge: Content of our Knowledge:

it comes from atitis
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Simple Complex Simple Complex

Hand Slap Melody Horses / Horns Unicorns
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_ Sensations Operations of Mind Less "Lively”
(Qutward Sentiment)  (Inward Sentiment)

\ / Absltract Ideas Memories Imagination

Impressions ~ ——p copies = Thoughts or Ideas

(Feelings or Sentiments)

No Assumption of External World \ l d / "More feeble perceptions”
eas

Relations / \ Types of

Between ldeas Types of Ideas Complex |deas

"Lively"

s Modes

s Resemblance = Relations of Ideas (Necessary
Truths / Tautologies s Substances
o bpatial aﬂf] T*?l'l‘l[ZlOfEH Pl P,Aane.rs le Fac[ S =
Contiguity s Relations of Cause and Effect

= Cause / Effect All reasoning of matters of fact based  Cause / effect based on regular pairing of events

on relation of cause and effect in experience; inference of "secret powers"



Principles of
Agsociation

Resemblance

Contiguity

Cause/Effect




Hume’s fork

Relations of ideas Matters of fact

Analytic Synthetic
Necessary Contingent
A priori A posteriori

Certain Probable

Examples: Pythagoras’s | Examples: the sun will
theorem; All Bachelors rise tomorrow; all
are unmarried men. bachelors are rich men.




Principles of the Association of Ideas

Hume thinks there are 3 principles of association:

— “Tome, there appearto be only three principles of connexionamongideas, namely
Resemblance, Contiguity in time or place, and Cause orEffect.” (Enquiry, 101)

Resemblance:
— “A picture naturally leads ourthoughts to the original.” (Enquiry, 102)
Contiguity in time or place:

— “The mention of one apartmentin a building naturally introduces an enquiry or
discourse concerning the others.” (Enquiry, 102)

Cause and effect:

— “Andif we think of a wound, we can scarcely forbear reflecting on the pain which
follows it.* (Enquiry, 102)




So...What does this all mean in real life?

Select ONE of the following topics (pages
451-462, and be able to provide your peers with
a summary and an explanation.

1 The Disappearing Self

2. Rescuing Human Freedom

3. Is it Reasonable to Believe in God?
4. Understanding Morality




Hume’s Fork

Hume’s fork
Relations of ideas Matters of fact
Analytic Synthetic
Necessary Contingent THERE ARE ONLY TW KINDS OF 'TRUTH CLAIM! AND THEY ARE STUCK ON
A priori A posteriori a2 R ‘
Certain Probable

AND
'REASON!
NOT AS
USEFUL

WHICH
PROVES
SCIENCE
AIN'T AS

SMART AS

IT THINKS

AND YOU CAN
EAT APIE
WITH IT!

Examples: Pythagoras’s | Examples: the sun will
theorem; All Bachelors rise tomorrow; all
are unmarried men. bachelors are rich men.




Hume on Skepticism

Reason is limited, but not a total skeptic

Rejects the Antecedent skepticism of
Descartes:

e You can’t doubt everything.
e If you could, the only way back would be
to use your own reason...which you doubt

Embraces mitigated skepticism:

e You can’t be certain about complicated
metaphysics.

e Devote your efforts of understanding to
practical matters.

David Hume

There is, indeed a more mitigated
scepticism or academical philosophy,
which may be both durable and useful,
and which may, in part, be the result
of this Pyrrhonism, or excessive
scepticism, when its undistinguished
doubts are corrected by common sense
and reflection.
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