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 This class was created in an effort to simplify a field of study that overwhelms too many 
Americans.  Since we only have twelve weeks, please don’t think that you’ll leave this class an expert 
on anything.  What you’re going for here is a basic understanding that allows you to be able to make 
sense of the economic issues in the news. In the end, you should understand how the various 
economic issues of the day affect you, your friends and your family.  We all know that very few of you 
will be running a business, and even fewer will be running for office.  Each of you, however, will want 
to do stuff, buy stuff, and vote on stuff.   This class will help you do these things a little better. 
 

 

What will you need for this class? 
 
1.  A writing utensil (pen, pencil, etc.) 
2.  A 3-ring binder and spiral notebook.  This will organize all of your notes, in-class assignments, 

homework, and handouts.  This is critical to your success in this class, and is strongly 
recommended. 

 

What will we Study? 
 
The first 2-3 weeks (ish) will be a quick overview of personal finance.  We will then spend about 3-4 
weeks on microeconomics, or the economic decisions of individual consumers and producers.  About 
four weeks (ish) will be spent examining macroeconomics, or the economic decisions of a whole 
society.  That should leave us with about two weeks for global economics. 

 
What will you be graded on? 
 
Your grade will come from tests, projects, papers, quizzes, homework, and class participation.  There 
will be a quiz over assigned reading, a couple of sizeable tests, and a handful of class projects (some 
individual and some group projects). 
 
 

What if you turn an assignment in late? 
 
You will not receive any credit.  Please try to be on time.  If you have computer issues, I can accept 
papers on a disc, or emailed to howardk@ghaps.org   (Meijer is open 24 hours)  
 

What if you are absent the day of a test, or a project due date? 
 
You will take the test or turn in the project the day you return.  If your absence is excused, you will 
receive credit.  If it is unexcused, you will receive a zero. 
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What if you are late for class? 
 
Tardies 1-7 will negatively affect your class participation grade, depending on the severity of your 
tardiness and the degree of disruption they cause the rest of class. 
 
Tardies 8 and up will result in referrals to the appropriate administrator for detentions, suspensions, or 
whatever else they feel you deserve. 
 

What if you need to use the hall pass? 
 
Your presence here is important.  Therefore, I will be stingy with the hall pass regardless of race, 
creed, religion, or gender.  You have 6 minutes between classes:  use them wisely. 
 
All that being said, there will be no hall passes in the first or last 10 minutes, and a reasonable 
amount of time will pass between uses (if someone just got back, wait a few minutes to ask) 
 

What are the rules of this class? 
 
My rules are simple and easy.  Treat others the way you would like to be treated and we’ll get along 
famously. 
1.  Respect.  Yourself, your classmates, me.  We will approach this class in a mature fashion.  I will 

treat you like adults, and I expect you will act accordingly.  Your mature behavior is important if we 
are going to have a great time in this class.  (also see rule 5.) 

2.  Follow instructions 
3.  Be in your seat, on time, and ready to go. 
4.  All school rules apply (No food or drinks, no coats, no hats, etc.) 
5.  Don’t use your phone when someone is trying to talk to you.  It’s rude, at the very least.  If you 

make me confiscate your phone, you’ll get it back either after a lunch detention, or after a parent 
or guardian talks me into giving it back to you. 

 

What if you need extra help, or have an issue with something we are doing in 
class? 
 
I am here almost every day after school.  Don’t hesitate to stop by whenever, or feel free to set up a 
specific time.  I am aware that complications may arise which are beyond your control.  If you are 
honest with me, and willing to put in the effort, I promise that I will do my best to accommodate you. 
 

Keep in mind that this class is important and should be enjoyable.  If you come 
in with the right mindset, we should have a lot of fun 

 
 


