
Unit 2:  The Rise of “Big Government” 

Imperialism, the Progressive Era, and the First World War 

1898-1920 

Unit Overview: By 1896, American industry had caught up with the rest of the world.  Since the nation was founded, 

progress was associated with the idea of moving west.  Pioneers were glorified and anyone who wanted adventure or a new 

beginning simply headed west.  However, Manifest Destiny had run its course and the west was no longer a frontier.  Many 

Americans begin to look for a “new frontier” and push for American expansion overseas.  While many Americans supported 

the idea of getting becoming a bigger player on the world’s stage, other Americans feel that this was a betrayal of American 

values. 

At the same time, Americans begin to look around and notice many new problems plaguing our country.  Immigration and Urbanization 

have combined to create a system of vast political corruption, governments cater to businesses rather than voters, and women and 

other minorities are still pretty much ignored.  As citizens begin to focus on these issues, America enters an era of widespread social 

change, forever altering the relationship between citizens and their government. 

  

All of these issues come to a head when America enters the First World War, firmly coming of age as a world power and solidifying a 

stronger social and economic role for government here in America. Over the next few weeks, we will explore the issues created by the 

expansion of American government at the turn of the century, and how those same issues impact us today. 

  

Essay Questions: 

You should be thinking about each of the following questions as we work our way through the semester. 

  

1.       What should be America’s role in the world/what foreign policy best serves America’s national interests? 

2.       What should be the role of government in American society? 

3.       How should we balance an individual’s right to personal freedom with a citizen’s responsibility to the common good? 

  

What do you need to Learn? 

Here’s what the State of Michigan standards say you need to KNOW: 

Becoming a World Power 

 Describe and analyze the major changes – both positive and negative – in the role the United States played in world affairs 

after the Civil War, and explain the causes and consequences of this changing role. 

● Growth of U.S. Global Power – Describe how America redefined its foreign policy between 1890 and 1914 and 

analyze the causes and consequences of the United States’ emergence as an imperial power in this time period 

using relevant examples of territorial expansion and involvement in foreign conflicts. (National Geography Standards 

1 and 3) 

● WWI – Explain the causes of World War I, the reasons for American neutrality and eventual entry into the war, and 

America’s role in shaping the course of the war. 

● Domestic Impact of WWI – Analyze the domestic impact of WWI on the growth of the government (e.g., War 

Industries Board), the expansion of the economy, the restrictions on civil liberties (e.g., Sedition Act, Red Scare, 

Palmer Raids), the expansion of women’s suffrage, and internal migration (e.g., the Great Migration). 

● Wilson and His Opponents – Explain how Wilson’s “Fourteen Points” differed from proposals by others, including 

French and British leaders and domestic opponents, in the debate over: 

○  the Versailles Treaty 

○ United States participation in the League of Nations 

○ the redrawing of European political boundaries and the resulting geopolitical tensions that continued to 

affect Europe. 

  



Progressivism and Reform 

Select and evaluate major public and social issues emerging from the changes in industrial, urban, and global America during this 

period; analyze the solutions or resolutions developed by Americans, and their consequences (positive/negative – 

anticipated/unanticipated) including, but not limited to, the following: 

● Social Issues – Describe the significant problems or issues created by America’s industrial and urban transformations 

between the 1890s and 1930. 

● Causes and Consequences of Progressive Reform – Analyze the causes, consequences, and limitations of Progressive 

reform in the following areas 

●  major changes in the Constitution, and the Supreme Court’s role in supporting or slowing reform 

●   the rise of the administrative state 

●   role of reform organizations, movements and individuals in promoting change (National Geography Standard 14) 

●   Efforts to both expand and restrict the practices of democracy as reflected in post-Civil War struggles of African 

Americans and immigrants with respect to the following issues/events: 

■ Jim Crow laws 

■  Disenfranchisement, poll taxes, literacy tests 

■  Economic marginalization and the sharecropping system 

■   by groups like the KKK 

■ Resistance to violence (e.g., Ida B. Wells and the anti-lynching campaign of the late 1800’s and early 

1900’s). 

●  Women’s Suffrage – Analyze the successes and failures of efforts to expand women’s rights, including the work of 

important leaders (e.g., Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton) and the eventual ratification of the 19th 

Amendment. 

  

Here’s what the Common Core standards say you need to be able to DO: 

● Be able to show evidence from primary and secondary sources of the importance of their origin and date in providing the 

meaning of the documents. 

● Be able to explain how the main ideas of a primary or secondary source are developed from the beginning to the end of the 

text. 

● Be able to identify cause and effect relationships in texts. 

● Be able to understand history vocabulary (political, social, economic) in the context that it is used in the text. 

●  Explain how the structure of a document is written to try to manipulate how you look at information. 

● Explain how two authors discussing the same topic manipulate information to sway readers. 

● Use support from charts, graphs, maps, political cartoons and other research sources to support a written argument. 

●  Evaluate the strength of the evidence (or reasoning) that an author uses to support an argument. 

● Compare and contrast how documents deal with the same topic in several primary and secondary sources. 

● Be able to read class materials at grade level with comprehension and understanding. 

 
Schedule: 
 
 

Date Topic Reading Learning Target Key Vocabulary 

Thu 10/4 The Populists 1.2 (pgs 
16-20) 

Explain the origins of the 
Populist Party and their 
impact on American life. 

The Grange 
Gold vs. Silver 
William Jennings Bryan 
The Populists 

Fri 10/5 The Progressives 2.1 Describe the changes Muckrakers 
The Jungle (Upton 



progressive movements 
were trying to make. 

Sinclair) 
Jacob Riis 
Temperance / 
prohibition 
18th Amendment 

     

Mon 10/8 Progressive Movements    

Tue 10/9 Woman Suffrage 2.2 Explain how reformers won 
women’s suffrage. 

Susan B Anthony 
Carrie Chapman Catt 
NAWSA 
Alice Paul 
NWP 
19th Amendment 

Wed 10/10 Woman Suffrage    

Thu 10/11 Woman Suffrage    

Fri 10/12 Racial Civil Rights 2.3 Describe the discrimination 
of the Jim Crow era, and 
evaluate the attempts to 
fight for equality 

Jim Crow 
W.E.B. DuBois 
NAACP 
Booker T. Washington 

     

Mon 10/15 Political Reform 2.4 Explain and evaluate the 
efforts to end political 
corruption. 

Clayton Antitrust Act 
17th Amendment 
Referendum 
Recall 
Ballot Initiative 

Tue 10/16 The Progressive Presidents 2.5 Compare and evaluate the 
Progressive legacies of 
Presidents T. Roosevelt, 
Taft, and Wilson 

TR’s “Square Deal” 
Trustbusting 
Wilson’s “New Freedom” 
16th Amendment 

Wed 10/17 Progressive Era Project    

Thu 10/18 Progressive Era Project    

Fri 10/19 American Imperialism 3.1 Identify and evaluate the 
arguments FOR and 
AGAINST territorial 
expansion. 

Alaska  
Hawaii 

     

Mon 10/22 The Spanish-American War 3.2 Explain the causes and 
consequences of the 
Spanish-American War. 

Yellow Journalism 
Delome Letter 
Annexation 
Philippine Insurrection 

Tue 10/23 Imperialism DBQ    
 



Wed 10/24 Imperialism DBQ (2nd and 
3rd) 

   

Thu 10/25 Imperialism DBQ (6th)    

Fri 10/26 N0 School    

     

Mon 10/29 Governing an Empire 3.3 Identify the new challenges 
faced by the US as we 
emerged as a global power. 

Open Door Policy 
Boxer Rebellion 
Platt Amendment 

Tue 10/30 The Panama Canal 3.4 Evaluate America’s new 
foreign policy goals in the 
imperial age. 

Roosevelt Corrollary to 
the Monroe Doctrine 
Big Stick/Gunboat 
Diplomacy 
Dollar Diplomacy 
Missionary Diplomacy 

Wed 10/31 The Causes of World War I 4.1 Explain how the First World 
War began. 

Militarism 
Alliance System 
Imperialism 
Nationalism 
Assassination of 
Archduke Ferdinand 

Thu 11/1 WWI at Home 4.2 Explain and evaluate the 
political, economic and 
social impact that WWI had 
on the US. 

Mobilization 
War Industries Board 
Espionage and Sedition 
Acts 
Total War 
Conscientious Objector 
Selective Service Act 

Fri 11/2 WWI at Home  Explain and evaluate the 
political, economic and 
social impact that WWI had 
on the US. 

 

     

Mon 11/5 The Paris Peace Conference 4.3 Explain and evaluate 
Wilson’s 14 Point peace 
plan, and describe the 
challenges faced in 
Versailles. 

14 points 
Treaty of Versailles 

Tue 11/6 Wrap-up    

Wed 11/7 Review    

Thu 11/8 Unit 2 Test    

Fri 11/9 Go over Unit 2 Test    

     



 


