
America’s 

Concentration 

Camps?
Japanese-American 

Internment



Quiz

 Describe what the case of Korematsu vs. the 

US was all about, and why it was 

significant.



Terms

 Internment: confinement or restrict to a limited area.

 Aliens: Foreign-born legal residents of the United 

States.  They are not citizens of the United States.

Federal laws, written in the early 1900s, did not allow 

Japanese born legal aliens to become American 

citizens.  No such restrictions were placed on 

German or Italian Americans.



5th Amendment

…No person shall be deprived of life, 

liberty, or property without due 

process of law.



Ours Were 

Better, Right?



How Could This Happen?
 Anti-Japanese feelings erupt 

after Pearl Harbor -racism

 Many Americans felt 
Japanese were threats to 
national security -spies, aid 
invasions, Will they  be loyal 
to America?

 Military necessity “for their 
protection,” it was their 
patriotic duty

 Economic competition –
farmers in California

 Political reasons - votes





More Anti-Japanese Propaganda











Why just the Japanese?

 What about the 

Italians and the 

Germans?

 Couldn’t German 

and Italian 

Americans have 

spied and aid 

invasions for these 

two?



Italian Americans



German Americans
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Population Totals of Hawaii, 1942

Japanese

Others

Japanese Ancestry  150000

Total Population       450000

What would you do with these people?



Executive Order 9066

 Issued by FDR it:

– Designated parts of the west 

coast as Military Area No. 1. 

(The area in the most danger 

of an enemy attack.)

– Placed curfews and other 

restrictions on individuals 

within Military Area No. 1.

– Set into motion plans for the 

relocation and internment of 

individuals with Japanese, 

German, and Italian 

ancestry.



West Coast: Military Zones



Relocation Begins

 Japanese aliens and Japanese Americans 

were give little time to prepare from their 

internment.

 They had to sell most of their possessions 

for little or no money.  

 For example, they gave up their homes, cars, 

and businesses.















Preparing to leave



Control Centers

 This is the first place 

that internees had to 

report to,  here they 

were registered and 

given numbered 

identification tags.























Assembly Centers

 These were located 

on fair grounds and 

racetracks.

 They included filthy 

animal shelters 

converted into 

temporary living 

quarters.



Assembly Centers











Dealing with Mother Nature

 Many were not ready for harsh 

climates of desert/mountains

– Lacked proper clothing

– Winter –30 F

– Summer 100 F



For Your Own Protection?

 The U.S. Government told 

Japanese Americans relocation 

protected them from vengeful 

Americans.

Why guard towers with guns pointed in?

Why barbed wire slanted inward?

Why area restrictions for internees?

So…





























Mitsuye Endo

 She challenged her 

unlawful detention 

because it violated her 

civil rights.

 The Supreme Court ruled 

unanimously in her favor 

on December 12, 1444.

 On the same day, the War 

Department announced 

internees would be 

released beginning 

January 2, 1945.



In the entire course of the 

war, 10 people were 

convicted of spying for 

Japan, all of whom were 

Caucasian.



Post World War II
 Executive Order 9066 was finally rescinded by Gerald Ford in 1976. 

 In 1980, Jimmy Carter created the Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Civilians (CWRIC). It conducted an official 
governmental study of Executive Order 9066, related wartime orders 
and their impact on Japanese Americans in the West.

 In 1983, the CWRIC concluded that the incarceration of Japanese 
Americans had not been justified by military necessity. Rather, the 
report determined that the decision to incarcerate was based on "race 
prejudice, war hysteria, and a failure of political leadership." Lastly, the 
Commission recommended an official Government apology; redress 
payments of $20,000 to each of the survivors.

 The Civil Liberties Act of 1988, based on the CWRIC recommendations, 
was signed into law by Ronald Reagan. 

 On November 21, 1989, George H.W. Bush signed an appropriation bill 
authorizing payments to be paid out between 1990 and 1998. 

 In 1990, surviving internees began to receive individual redress 
payments and a letter of apology.
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