
The Cold War

1945-1991 (ish)



Learning Target

 Explain How each of the following impacted 
the start of the Cold War:

 The Ideological differences between the US and 
USSR

 The United Nations

 The Potsdam Conference 

 Satellite nations

 Containment Policy

 The Iron Curtain

 The Truman Doctrine 

 The Berlin Airlift

 Nato and the Warsaw Pact



Who Started the Cold War?

 Part I:  The leaders.



Franklin Delano Roosevelt



Winston Churchill 



Joseph Stalin



Harry S. Truman



Dwight D. Eisenhower



Nikita Kruschev



Who Started the Cold War?

 Part II: The Choices.



The Yalta Conference 



Germany 1945



The Potsdam Conference 
(1945)

 Truman and Stalin 
meet to plan the 
war against Japan.

 The meeting isn’t 
friendly.

 Arguments over the 
post-war world arise 
on all sides.



The United Nations (1945)

 Same idea as 
League of Nations.

 General Assembly 
vs. Security Council.

 The “Big 5”- US, UK, 
USSR, China, and 
France.



The USSR creates Satellite 
Nations.

 The USSR rigs elections 
in Eastern Europe to 
create a barrier 
between themselves 
and the west.

 East Germany, Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, Romania, and 
Bulgaria now have 
governments that 
answer to the USSR.



The Iron Curtain 

 Churchill gives an 
aggressive speech in 
Missouri warning that 
an Iron Curtain has fall 
through Europe.  

 Implies that freedom is 
on one side, oppression 
on the other, and that 
only the US can stop it.



Containment

 Now that everyone has 
picked teams, there is a 
new question.  What 
happens as communism 
spreads?

 We decide that those 
who are commies in 
1947 will stay that way, 
but no other countries 
should fall.



The Truman Doctrine

 When Communist 
revolutions threaten 
Turkey and Greece, 
Truman gives $400 
million in aid to 
those Governments.  

 Containment said 
we’d stop the 
spread, T.D. shows 
how.



The Marshall Plan

 To control rising 
communist 
movements in war 
torn France, Italy 
and other war torn 
European countries, 
we GIVE them $400 
billion.



The Berlin Airlift  (1947)

 In 1947, the USSR 
puts a blockade 
around west Berlin, 
giving Truman some 
tough choices.

 Truman decides to 
re-supply West 
Berlin by air.  The 
standoff lasts about 
a year.



North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization  (NATO)

 Canada forms an 
alliance with the US, 
the UK and most of 
the non-communist 
nations of Western 
Europe.  USSR is not 
invited.



The Warsaw Pact

 Not to be out-allied, 
the USSR and the 
satellite nations 
team up an create 
the Warsaw Pact.

 Anyone seen 
alliance systems 
before? Anyone? Anyone?
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How does the Cold War get 
bigger?

 Part I:  Complications



The Russians get the bomb 
(1949)

 In 1949, the 
Russians test their 
first A-bomb.  How’d 
they get it?

 How does this 
change things for 
Americans?



China falls to Communism 
(1949)

 After decades of civil 
war, Mao Tse Tung’s 
“Glorious 
Revolution”  defeats 
Chiang’s European-
backed “elected” 
government.

 How does a 
communist China 
complicate things?



The Korean War
North Korea attacks South Korea – June 1950



The Korean War
Farthest North Korean advance – September 1950



The Korean War
The United Nations counterattack – September 1950



The Korean War
Farthest United Nations advance – November 1950



The Korean War
China enters the war on the side of North Korea – November 1950



The Korean War
Truce Line – July 1953



Why is the Korean War 
special?

 What is limited war?

 Why is civilian control of the military 
important?

 How much war was there in the cold 
war?  War by proxy?



How does the Cold War get 
Bigger?

 Part II:  The Cold War at Home



The Cold War at Home

 Americans had 2 new things to fear as 
the Cold War took hold.

 The fact that the Russians had the bomb 
and could use it began a new paranoia.

 There was a perception that Communist 
spies were everywhere and united against 
our government and way of life



Fear of the Russian Bomb

 Radiation:  A strange new thing to be 
afraid of.

 How do we protect ourselves?

 “Duck and Cover”

 Bomb shelters and drills

 Bomb blast testing



Truman’s “Loyalty Program”

 Started FBI checks into 
the backgrounds of 
federal employees to 
weed out commies.

 Once accused, folks had 
a hard time proving 
their innocence.

 Are all communists the 
same?



The Spies



Alger Hiss

1948

Julius and Ethel Rosenberg

1953
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McCarthyism: The New Red Scare

 In the early 50s, Sen. 
Joe McCarthy 
campaigned against 
communists in our 
midst.  

 While he succeeded at 
fanning the flames of 
paranoia, he lost credit 
when he eventually 
accused the army of 
being run by commies.

 This time, the hearings 
were televised.



HUAC

 The House Un-American 

Activities Committee tried 
to weed out commies 
with influential positions.

 There most famous 
hearings involved “the 
Hollywood Ten”

 The resulting blacklists 
led to a lot of non-
political films.



How does the Cold War get 
bigger?

 Part III: Geographic Expansion

 The Korean War

 The Middle East

 Latin America

 The Arms Race & Cold War in space?



The Domino Theory



Israel



Iran 
1952



Suez Canal
1956



Latin America

 Many Latin American 
nations were trying 
to rid themselves of 
foreign influence.

 In Guatemala, US 
economic interests 
were threatened 
when banana 
plantations were 
nationalized.



Central and Latin America

Ernesto “Che” Guevara Fidel Castro



The Arms Race

 The struggle to gain weapons superiority between the United 

States and the Soviet Union.  Whenever one side appeared to 

be gaining the upper hand in the cold war, the other would 

respond with new programs and policies.



Deterrence

 The idea that a 

nation will refrain 

from attacking 

another nation 

because of the 

risk of nuclear 

retaliation.



Brinkmanship

 Idea that the 

United States was 

prepared to risk 

nuclear war to 

protect its 

national interests.



Bikini Island
 Between 1954 and 1958 

the United States 
conducted 19 hydrogen 
bomb tests on this 
island.

 This test chillingly 
revealed that nuclear 
war could threaten the 
entire world with 
radioactive 
contamination.



Bikini Island

 As a result of this tests fishermen some 90 miles from 

the blast suffered severe radiation burns.

 Residents of an island nearly 200 miles away had to be 

evacuated.



The Bomber Gap

 American military planners relied mainly on Air Force 

bombers to carry nuclear bombs.

 The bomber gap was the notion that the Soviet Union 

would soon be far ahead of the United States in the 

production of long-range bombers.



The Space Race
 Unable to match the 

America’s bomber 

strength, the Soviets 

instead focused on long-

range rockets as their 

primary delivery system.

 These rockets were 

known as ICBMs –

intercontinental ballistic 

missiles.



The Space Race
 The Soviets used 

an ICBM to launch, 
Sputnik, the first 
artificial satellite to 
orbit the Earth.

 Many Americans, 
who had viewed 
their country as the 
world’s foremost 
scientific power, 
were mortified.



The Space Race
The prediction of a missile 

gap was fueled by: 

 The success of Sputnik

 U.S. detection of a Soviet 

ICBM tests

 Khrushchev’s claims of 

superiority.

 Americans feared that the 

Soviets would quickly gain 

an advantage in ICBMs.



U.S. military leaders knew from U-2 spy plane 

finding that the bomber and missile gaps 

were false.   Why then did the military 

promote these notions?



Americans response to Sputnik

 National Defense Education Act of 1958

 Intended to produce more scientists and teachers of science.

 Loans for high school and college graduates to continue their 

scientific education.

 Funds to provide for labs and scientific equipment for schools 

and colleges.



Americans response to Sputnik

 In 1958, Ike increased the 

defense budget for rocket 

and missile research and 

development and for the 

conquest of outer space.

 The new National 

Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA) 

would coordinate these 

space efforts.



Cold War in the Early 60s

 U2 Spy Plane 
incident

 Race to the Moon

 Bay of Pigs 
Invasion

 Berlin Wall



The Cuban Missile Crisis

 What 
happened?

 How close did 
we get to 
nuclear war?

 Why was this 
event such a 
significant 
turning point in 
the Cold War?


