
Act I:  The Emergence of Modern America  
  

For the beginning weeks of this class we will explore the transition of the United States from the 
pre-industrial fledgling nation you learned about in 8th grade into the military and economic power that 
rose to global prominence in the 20th Century.   Act I will cover:  

• A review of Early American History  
• Reconstruction and Westward Expansion  
• Industrialization and Immigration around the Turn of the Century  
• The Rise of “Big Government:” Imperialism, Progressivism, and the First World War  

  
Essay Questions:  
You should be thinking about each of the following questions as we work our way through the semester.  
  

1. What should be America’s role in the world/what foreign policy best serves America’s national 
interests?  

2. What should be the role of government in American society?  
3. How should we balance an individual’s right to personal freedom with a citizen’s responsibility to the 

common good?  
  

Reconstruction & Westward Expansion  
  

As the Civil War came to a halt, the new question was “what to do with the southern states?”  While 
nearly everyone agreed that the south was in dire straits, conflicts emerged between those who felt that war 
should be put behind us and that the south should be easily forgiven so that the nation could move on, and 
those that felt the south should be harshly punished.  

Once the south was sufficiently “reconstructed”, America turned her eyes to the west.  Portrayed as a 
vast expanse of open land, the west was viewed as an empty landscape where a uniquely “American” identity 
could be forged.  Individualistic but cooperative, and deeply egalitarian.  In reality, the frontier was the stage for 
brutal clashes between competing ethnic groups.  “Whites” battled the Chinese, Mormons were attacked by 
non-Mormons, and European immigrants clung together to maintain their separate identities.  Not only Indians, 
but also Norwegians, Czechs, Mexicans, Chinese, and African Americans struggled to maintain their cultures 
and establish safe homesteads.  All vied for the land “pacified” by the US Cavalry.  
  

Industrialization, Immigration, and Urbanization  
  

The decades at the end of the 19th Century and beginning of the 20th Century were a time of 
unbelievable changes for Americans.  At the start of this period, America was largely a nation of rural 
farmers—most of whom had roots in the political and cultural traditions of Western Europe.  By the end of the 
era we were an urban industrial nation that was welcoming 10s of millions of immigrants from Southern and 
Eastern Europe—immigrants who brought different political and cultural traditions.  

As a result of these changes, great wealth was created.  America became stronger, more prosperous 
and more competitive on a global level.  In many ways life became faster-paced.  However, these changes 
also had darker sides.  As America changed, difficult questions about social, political and economic equality 
emerged.  While some Americans prospered, many remained poor, living in unimaginable conditions.  
This unit invites you to think about the positives and negatives of this era. The events and people we learn 
about created much of the nation we live in today.  My hope is that in six weeks, you will understand HOW this 
happened and will have formed some opinions on how well we lived up to our Core Values in this era.  
  
 
 



 
 

What do you need to Learn?  
  
Here’s what the State of Michigan standards say you need to KNOW:  
  
You should already understand the following from your 8th grade American History class:  
  

Political and Intellectual Transformations of America to 1877  
1. Identify core democratic ideals of American society as reflected in the documents below 

and analyze the ways that American society moved toward and/or away from its core ideals  
• Declaration of Independence  
• The U.S. Constitution (including the Preamble)  
• The Bill of Rights  
• The Gettysburg Address  
• The 13th,14th, and 15th Amendments  

  
2. Using the American Revolution, the creation and adoption of the Constitution, and the Civil 

War as touchstones, develop and argument/narrative about the changing character of 
American political society and the roles of key individuals across cultures in 
prompting/supporting the change by discussing  
• The birth of republican government, including the rule of law, inalienable rights, equality, 

and limited government.  
• The development of governmental roles in American life and competing views of the 

responsibility of governments (federal, state, and local).  Changes in suffrage 
qualifications  

• The development of political parties.  
• America’s political and economic role in the world.  

  
Geographic, Economic, Social and Demographic Trends in 

America to 1877 3. Describe the major trends in American life 
prior to 1877 including  Changing political boundaries of the 
U.S.  

• Regional economic differences and similarities, including goods produced and the 
nature of the labor force.  

• Changes in the size, location, and composition if the population.  
• Patterns of immigration and migration.  
• Development of cities.  
• Changes in commerce, transportation, and communication.  
• Major changes in Foreign Affairs marked by such events as the War of 1812, the 

Mexican-American War, and foreign relations during the Civil War.  
  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

The following should be new information:  
  

Growth of an Industrial and Urban America:  Explain the causes and consequences-both 
positive and negative-of the industrial revolution and America’s growth from a predominantly 
agricultural, commercial, and rural nation to a more industrial and urban nation between 1870 and 
1930.  

1. Analyze the factors that enabled the U.S. to become a major industrial power, 
including  
• Organizational “revolution” (e.g., development of corporations and labor unions)  
• Economic policies of government and industrial leaders  
• Advantage of physical geography  
• Increase in labor through immigration and migration  
• The growing importance of the automobile industry  

2. Labor’s Response to Industrial Growth- Evaluate the different responses of labor to 
industrial change including the development of organized labor (e.g., Knights of Labor, 
American Federation of Labor, and the United Mine Workers; Michigan responses could 
include railroads, lumber, Marquette Iron Range, and the Grand Rapids Furniture 
industries), the growth of populism and the populist movement.  

3. Urbanization-  Explain the causes and consequences of urbanization including:  
• The location and expansion of major urban centers and the link to industry and trade.  
• Internal migration, including the Great Migration.  
• The development of cities divided by race, ethnicity, and class and the resulting tension 

between groups.  
• Different perspectives about the immigration experience.  

4. Growth and Change- Explain the social, political, economic, and cultural shifts taking 
place at the end of the 19th century and beginning of the 20th century by:  

• Describing the developing systems of transportation (canals and railroads, including 
the Transcontinental Railroad), and their impact on the economy and society.  

• Describing government policies promoting economic development.  
• Evaluating the treatment of African Americans, including the rise of segregation in 

the South as endorsed by the Supreme Court’s decision in Plessy vs. Ferguson, and 
describing the response of African Americans to this inequality.  

• Describing the policies toward American Indians, including removal, reservations, 
the Dawes Act of 1887, and the response of American Indians to these policies.  

  
Here’s what the Common Core standards say you need to be able to DO:  
  

• Be able to show evidence from primary and secondary sources of the importance of their 
origin and date in providing the meaning of the documents.  

• Be able to explain how the main ideas of a primary or secondary source are developed from 
the beginning to the end of the text.  

• Be able to identify cause and effect relationships in texts.  



• Be able to understand history vocabulary (political, social, economic) in the context that it is 
used in the text.  

• Explain how the structure of a document is written to try to manipulate how you look at 
information.  

• Explain how two authors discussing the same topic manipulate information to sway readers.  
• Use support from charts, graphs, maps, political cartoons and other research sources to 

support a written argument.  
• Evaluate the strength of the evidence (or reasoning) that an author uses to support an 

argument.  
• Compare and contrast how documents deal with the same topic in several primary and 

secondary sources.  
• Be able to read class materials at grade level with comprehension and understanding.  

  
Schedule:  
  
Date  Topic  Learning Targets  Vocabulary  Homework  

  
Tue 8/28 

  

  
Intro and Welcome 

      

  
 Wed 
8/29 

  

  
American Ideals in 

Documents  

 Identify core democratic ideals of 
American society as reflected in the 
documents below and analyze the ways 
that American society moved toward 
and/or away from its core ideals  

• Declaration of 
Independence  

• The Articles of 
Confederation 

• The U.S. Constitution  
(including the 

Preamble)  
The Bill of Rights  

• The Emancipation 
Proclamation 

   If you need a 
refresher, all of 
this can be 
found in 
chapters 1 and 
2 of the 8th 
grade textbook 
linked on the 
website. 
(Except the 
Emancipation 
Proclamation. 
That’s on page 
224) 

  
 Thu 
8/30 

  
 

Documents, cont’d  

 
 

  

 
  

  
 

      

 
Mon 9/2  

 

  

  
Labor Day 

     

  
  
  

  
  
  

 
Using the American Revolution, the 
creation and adoption of the 
Constitution, and the Civil War as 
touchstones, develop and 
argument/narrative about the changing  

   

 



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Tue 9/3 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

8th Grade Review  

character of American political 
society and the roles of key 
individuals across cultures in  
prompting/supporting the change by 
discussing  

• The birth of republican 
government, including the 
rule of law, inalienable 
rights, equality, and limited 
government.  

• The development of 
governmental  
roles in American life and 
competing views of the 
responsibility of 
governments (federal, state, 
and local).  

• Changes in suffrage 
qualifications  

• The development of political 
parties.  

• America’s political and 
economic role in the world.  

Describe the major trends in 
American life prior to 1877 including  

• Changing political 
boundaries of the U.S.  

• Regional economic 
differences and similarities, 
including goods produced 
and the nature of the labor 
force.  

• Changes in the size, 
location, and composition if 
the population.  

• Patterns of immigration and 
migration.  

• Development of cities.  
• Changes in commerce,  

transportation, and 
communication.  

• Major changes in Foreign 
Affairs marked by such 
events as the War of 1812, 
the Mexican-American War, 
and foreign relations during 
the Civil War.  

  

 



  
  
  
  
  

Wed 9/4  

  
  
  
  

Reconstruction in a 
Nutshell  

• Why was it seen as 
necessary to “reconstruct” 
the South following the Civil 
War?  

• In general terms, what did 
President Lincoln want to do 
with the Southern states?  

• Compare the differing plans 
of President Lincoln, 
President Johnson, and the 
US Congress.  

• Which plan seemed to make 
the most sense to you? 
Why?  

  

o o o 
o  

o o  
  

Freedman’s 
Bureau  
Radical 
Republicans  
Reconstruction  
13th,14th, and 15th  
Amendments  
Sharecropping  
Ku Klux Klan  

  
  
  
  
  

8th Grade 
textbook, 

Chapter 11 
sections 

1-3 

  
  
  

Thu 9/5 

  
  

Success of, 
Failures of, and 
Resistance to  
Reconstruction 

 
  

• What was the Hayes 
compromise, and why did it 
matter?  

• In your opinion, why did 
reconstruction end?  

• Identify the successes and 
failures of reconstruction.  

  

  
  

o  
  

Hayes 
Compromise  

  

 

  
  
  

Fri 9/6 

  
  
  

Rise of Jim Crow  

Evaluate the treatment of African 
Americans, including the rise of 
segregation in the South 
as endorsed by the Supreme 
Court’s decision in Plessy vs. 
Ferguson, and describing the 
response of African Americans to 
this inequality.  
  

o  

o o 
o  

Poll Tax 
“Grandfather  
Clause”  
Segregation  
“Jim Crow” Laws  
Plessy vs. 
Ferguson  

  
  
 

      

  
  
  

Mon 9/9 

  
  
  

The Removal of  
American Indians  

Describe the policies toward 
American  
Indians, including removal, 
reservations, the Dawes Act of 
1887, and the response of American 
Indians to these policies.  

o o o  

o o  

Sand Creek  
Massacre  
Ft. Laramie and 
the  
Reservation 
System  
Battles of Little 
Big  
Horn and 
Wounded  
Knee  
Dawes Act  
Assimilation  

  
  
  
  

1.4 

  
Tue 9/10 

  
The Settlement of 

the West  

Analyze the political and economic 
forces that led to the settlement of 
the West  

o o 
o o  

Homestead Act  
Morrill Act  
Gold Rush  

  
  



Transcontinental 
RR  

  
Wed 9/11 

  

  
Quiz #1  

      

  
  
  

Thu 9/12 
  

  
  

The Rise of 
Industrial  

Techonology  

  
  
Explain how new technology 
re-shaped American society.  
Identify several new inventions that 
shaped American industrialization.  
  

o o 
o  

  
Bessemer 
Process  
Transontinental  
Railroad  
Thomas Edison  

  
  
1.1 (pgs 
7-10) 

  
  
  
  

Fri 9/13  

  
  
  
  

The Rise of Big 
Business  

Identify and explain the ideals of the 
Gilded  
Age  

• The Gospel of Wealth, 
Social Darwinism, and 
“Horatio Alger”  

• Socialism and the ideas of 
Karl Marx  

Explain the conditions that led to the 
rise of big business.  
Discuss specific examples of the 
growth of  
monopoly in America  
  

o o  

o o  

  

Carnegie and 
Rockefeller 
Vertical vs. 
Horizontal 
integration  
Social Darwinism  
Sherman 
Anti-Trust  
Act  

  
  
  
1.2 (pgs 
11-16) 

      

  
  
  
  

Mon 9/16 

  
  
  
  

The Rise of Labor  

Explain the living and working 
conditions that led to the rise of 
labor unions.  
Compare the different organizations 
and individuals within the labor 
movement. Discuss the causes and 
effects of “The  
Great Strikes.”  
Compare the different responses to 
organized labor.  

o o 
o o  

Craft Unionism  
(AFL)  
Industrial 
Unionism  
(ARU)  
Socialist Unions  
(IWW)  
The “Great 
Strikes” of 1877, 
Haymarket, and 
Homestead.  

  
  
  
1.2 
(21-25) 

  
Tue 9/17 

  

  
Case Study:  The  

Pullman Strike  
  

      

Wed 9/18  
  

Pullman Strike, 
cont’d  

  

  
Thu 9/19 

  

  
“Robber Barons” 

vs.  

Evaluate the argument that 
America’s business leaders were 
“Captains of  
Industry.”  

    



“Captains of 
Industry”  

Evaluate the argument that 
America’s business leaders were 
“Robber Barons.”  
  

  
Fri 9/20  

  

  
Essay  

      

     

  
  
  

Mon 9/23  

  
  
  

Immigration  

Why do people immigrate to the 
United States?  
How did immigrants come to the 
United States?  
What role did immigrants play in the 
changing US economy?  
How did immigrants change US 
culture, and how did the dominant 
culture react to these changes?  

o  

o o 
o o  

Ellis and Angel  
Islands  
Melting Pot  
Nativism  
Chinese 
Exclusion  
Act  
Gentlemen’s  
Agreement  

  
  
  

1.3 

  
  

Tue 9/24 

  
  

Urbanization  

  
  
Evaluate the challenges presented 
by such rapid urbanization.  
  

o o 
o o  

Urbanization  
Tenement  
Americanization  
Movement  
Social Gospel  
Movement  

  
  

1.3 

  
Wed 9/25 

  

  
Review 

      

Thu 9/26 Test       
Fri 9/27 Essay    
  
  


