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In an ever-changing world, a good understanding of world history will help students put world events into perspective. The skills they learn will allow students to analyze contemporary institutions, politics, and cultures. Understanding current issues is not the only reason to study the past; world history also provides unique insight into human nature and human civilization. The purpose of world history is not simply to present facts but to search for an interpretation of the past. Students will learn how and why change occurs over time and within societies and cultures. World history combines the excitement of exploration and discovery with the reward of making sense of challenging problems. By demanding that students see the world through the eyes of others, they will develop a unique framework for understanding human behaviors and to grapple with moral questions and problems. The knowledge and skills students will gain in the world history class will certainly help them better understand themselves and the fascinating world in which they live.











-James Ha

What will you need for this class?

1.  A writing utensil (pen, pencil, etc.)

2.  A 3-ring binder and spiral notebook.  This will organize all of your notes, in-class assignments, homework, and handouts.  This is critical to your success in this class, and is strongly recommended.

What will we Study?

This class will cover just about everything in history, from the discovery of fire and the invention of wheels and sliced bread right through whatever happens between now and next June (8000 BCE to the present) and will cover civilizations on 6 continents.  The breakdown will be as follows:

1st Trimester:

Unit 1:  The Foundations of Civilization (8000 BCE to 600 CE)

Unit 2:  The Post classical era (600 – 1450)

Unit 3:  Global connections in the Early Modern Era (1450-1750)

2nd Trimester:

Unit 4:  Global connections in the Industrial Era (1750-1914)

Unit 5:  The Modern World (1914- Present)

What will you be graded on?

Your grade will come from tests, projects, papers, quizzes, homework, class participation.

There may be 1 major research project per trimester, and each will carry roughly the weight of one test.

What if you turn an assignment in late?

You will not receive any credit.  Please try to be on time.  If you have computer issues, I can accept papers on a disc, or emailed to howardk@ghaps.org   (Meijer is open 24 hours) (
What if you are absent the day of a test, or a project due date?

You will take the test or turn in the project the day you return.  If your absence is excused, you will receive credit.  If it is unexcused, you will receive a zero.

What if you are late for class?

Tardies 0-4= no impact on your grade

Tardies 5-7= you must earn a 77% on the final exam to receive credit for the course.

Tardies 8+ = you must earn 77% on the final exam to receive credit, and someone will be in touch about additional consequences (ASD, ISS, OSS, etc.)

What if you need to use the hall pass?

You’re presence here is important.  Therefore, I will be stingy with the hall pass regardless of race, creed, religion, or gender.  You have 6 minutes between classes:  use them wisely.    The only specific rule I have on this is that there will be no passes in the first or last 10 minutes of class, and there will be at LEAST 5 minutes between the time someone comes back and another person leaves.

What are the rules of this class?

My rules are simple and easy.  Treat others the way you would like to be treated and we’ll get along famously.

1.  Respect.  Yourself, your classmates, me.  We will approach this class in a mature fashion.  I will treat you like adults, and I expect you will act accordingly.  Your mature behavior is important if we are going to have a great time in this class.

· Follow instructions and be in your seat, on time, and ready to go.

2.  All school rules apply (No food or drinks, no coats, no hats, etc.)

3.  If I have to confiscate your phone, you may reclaim it after serving a lunch detention. If I have to take it a second time, your parent or legal guardian can get it back for you.

What if you need extra help, or have an issue with something we are doing in class?

I am here almost every day after school.  Don’t hesitate to stop by whenever, or feel free to set up a specific time.  I am aware that complications may arise which are beyond your control.  If you are honest with me and willing to put in the effort, I promise that I will do my best to accommodate you.

Keep in mind that this class is important and enjoyable.  If you come in with the right mindset, we should have a lot of fun(
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